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INTRODUCTION _ CONCLUSIONS

We found a total of 1,018 mussels, with 768
being from the Tinkers Creek sites and 248 being
from the Cuyahoga River sites. Out of the 1,018
mussels, 350 were Lasmigona costata, both live and
shells. About 95% of the L. costata mussels were
found in Tinkers Creek, and about 5% were found in
the Cuyahoga River. We can observe a distinct
pattern of L. costata having a prominent distribution
in Tinkers Creek, but not in the Cuyahoga River.

Freshwater mussels are abundant in and play an
important ecological role in aquatic ecosystems.
Lasmigona costata, also known as the Fluted Shell, is a
species of freshwater mussel that is known for being
relatively widespread (Haag 2012). This species is
identifiable by the distinct ridged, or fluted, texture to
the dorsal posterior of its shell. The current
distribution of L. costata has not been widely studied.
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